
FILE NO. 642. 

COMPASS ADJUSTING DOLPHIN -

VARIOUS. 



• W J & J D KEANE LIMITED 
W J KEANE, EXTRA MASTER · J D KEANE, MASTER MARINER · LICENSED COMPASS ADJUSTERS . MARINE SURVEYORS . NAUTICAL INSTRUMENTS 

The Chief Engineer, 
Auckl and Harbour Board , 
P . O. Box 1259 , 
AUCKLAND 

Dear Sir , 

25 MacKELVIE ST -~;="~:.:.:. . PO BOX 1189 

PHONE BUS • _._---._, AUCKLAND 

[C[\\Jt. \ 19th March 1982 

). ff\~ 
. IC\ <e,t. 

For several years we have been experiencing an increase in 
requests for compass adjustments by foreign going ships , particularly 
those on regular trips from U. S . A. and the Far East . 

These adjustments are for survey requirements and are required 
every one or two years depending on the connhcy concerned . 

·Together with the compass adjustment we also often get a request 
to carry out the visual bearings for the calibration of the ships 
Radio Direction Finding sets which are covered by similar survey 
requirements . 

As you are perhaps aware there i s now no facility in Auckland 
to enable Radio Direction Finding calibration to be carried out . 

It is therefore some concern to us that this service cannot 
be given particularly as Auckland is considered to be a major world 
port . 

The cost of a basic transmitting device as was pr eviously 
insta l led on Mt . Victoria and t he cost of operating the device when 
required would be more than covered by fees charged to the ships . 

We receive about six requests pe r year for t hese calibrations 
and we woul d expect an increase in this number once it was known this 
service was available . 

The D. F . set , like the magnetic compass , has been super~eded 
by more sophisticated aids , as regard to everyday navigation , but in 
both cases they are a legal requirement for foreign going ships of 
any country which is signa tory to the IMCO regulations and to most 
maritime countries . 

Therefore we would except that t ne calibration of D. F . sets 
should be a viable proposition on a commercial basis . 

,fo would be pleased to give any assistance or advice in s e tting 
up the service . 

1. l 
I 
J _ I l 

Yours faithfully , 

~~ 
J . D. Keane 
Marine Surveyor 

~ , 1-,,n.,r r, f , 
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~uddanb ~arbour jSoarb 

INSTRUCTIONS TO FOREMEN & INSPECTORS 

ENGi NEER'S OFFICE, 

To ........ Forcmo.n ... of ..... ,orks, ......................... . Date . .~~~}.t:I.!.<::?.: ..... .. 19 '"'l • 

Subject. .. co ::PAS.:. OI llll, JUDG::.s GAY _JA • 

... he IIarbourmaster report c tho.t the centre moor i ng 

post requires attention o.nd tho t ops of the piles requi re 

rounding off oli htly as tho lines catch on tho piles as 

the Shi p swi ngs round tho Dolphi n at Low \"IUter . 

Pleaoo have those matters attended t o. 

. ............. ... .4 ••.. Ilald.ar.nc.c.o., ................................. . 
Ensineer to the Board per : 



-COPY-

AUCKLAND HARBOUR BOARD. 

No.7445. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO FOREMEN AND INSPECTORS. 

20th. August, 1937. 

Foreman of Works. 

COMPASS ADJUSTING DOLPHIN - MECHANICS BAY. 

Provide a suitable hand grip at the head of the 

access ladder on the dolphin, to give greater safety for 

men using this. 

D. Holderness 

ENGINEER TO THE BOARD. 

per: A.N.T. 
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~u,klano tE!arbour ~oaro. 
MEMOR 

From 7~ ~ 19J5, 

THE ENGINEER 
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Capt. C.D. Ilea, 
Messrs. Union Steam Ship Co., 
AU C-l\.'"l,_L"tfil • 

Dear Sir; 

14th. September 

I enolose hare~ith b lueprint s.350 sivinc bearin~s of 
prominent objeots f':::•01?.J the Compass J.djustin(J Dolphin in JudGes 
Bey. 

I trust this will be o:f servioe to you and with the 
other objeots for whi oh you already have the bearings, will enable 
you to meet all emercenoiee. 

Yours truly, 

29. 



AUCKLAND HARBOUR BOARD. 

:!Nen111ranilunt. 

Jlfrnnt • • . 

FOREMAN OF WOR KS 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE ENGINEER 
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Eluchlanb lbarbour :JSoarb. 
MEMORANDUM 

THE ENGINEER 
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AUCKLAND. HARBOUR BOARD N9 7044 
me111orant,um 

jfrom 

INSPECTOR AT THE ENGINEER 

;J_p J ..,,__. c:...c-..-~~ -t;.,.c~ 

~ ,->t y ~i,-..1-..~ ...i- ,·""-VL•=~ t ( vrL.~ , ~ .) ¾ 

~I 

cJ ½L., ,C,:;,U.., 

Signature 

,.J ,._ 



AUCKLAND HARBOUR BOARD 
N9 7040 

!IDemoran~um 

INSPECTOR AT THE ENGINEER 
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Ruchlanb 1barbour :fBoarb. 
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HARBOURMASTER'S OFFICE. 

~1-t -,~rro 1·~.,0-ir,r::.f"lr. 

A~c~land -"~hour rlnnrd . 



'!'he new ~Omp,;;-;Jjustjng dolphin 
which is being erected by the Harbour 
Board off Judge's Bay is expected to be 
completed in about three weeks. \Voodoo 
piles havo been driven and in place of 
iron and steel all tho fillings will bo of 
muntz metal, which is non-magnetic and 
does not affect ships' compasses. 'J°'ho, 
dolphin is being const~·ucted at a. point. 
east of the eastern breakwater, ,\·herP­
there is 28ft. of water <\t low spring tide. 
'l'bo dolphin which was erected recently 
in St. Mary's Ba.y is now within the 
new boat harbour limits, but it can still 
l,9 used by small craft. Vessels up to 
3000 tons will use the new .dolphin, anci 
the old one at Islington Bay, always diffi­
cult of access for large steamers, will not 

be used. 

23rd. January }Z8 

he lla rbuuruastor. 

UDG:J:S BAY. 

be used a s :f'rom 

::m TO 1U::': BO A.RD. 



23rd. January %8 

The llarb0urL1Sster. 

COl.-ASS AD.1'US'.!.'IIW DCLLlIIN JUDGES &Y. 

This is completed and may be used as i'rom 

today. 



25th. October ,,~ 7 

'1 he .L urullti l;l i llt$ 0:f:fioer. 

fuUNT;, 1,L.r,~1 HOD.., 1!'\.lH WM i.:.;:.; Al)JU..;J.' I NG 00.w!'llHl . 

The most suitable quo tut ion i s that of ruessre. 
Kidd Garrett Lt d. f o r 1-1/P" and 1 ~ods from e llinc;ton 
s tocks . 

The 30 - 16ft 1 -1/8" a nd 6- 16ft 1 rods "111 be 
suffioient hnd I reco1 . .ruend the a cceptenoe of the ir o:r1·e r 
compl ete, 

I note the i r offer is subject to ~nles a nd ~ill be 
glad i f' you \, 11 ... le t me know whe .,he r they a re Hbl e t o 
complete Ghe orde r . 

<i.uotatione r eLurned ho r ew~th • 

• ;IlliUll'".'. R J.'0 .i.'iill BOARD. 



g; 

Aurklatth 1h;arbnur inarlt 
HARBOURMASTER'S OFFICE. 

15th. October 1927 
The Engineer. 

Auckland Harbour Board. 

Sir, 

Confirming my conversation with you this morning. I 

shall be obliged if you will arrange for the new Compass 

Adjusting Dolnhin off Judges Bay to be ten feet above High 

W ter S'!)ring Tides. This mea.surment to be taken from the 

top of the Dolphin, not from the tpp of the mooring pile in 

the centre of the Dolphin . 

Yours faithfully, 

Harbour 11Iast er. 

~ f#,.S:/-= -- /g- /a, z?_ 

yj 



11th. August, 27. 

The Purchasing Officer. 

OOMPASS ADJUSTING DOLPHI N JUDGES BAY. 

Twenty turpentine piles will be required for 
the above, and I suggest that these should be obtained 
as an extra to Contract No .825. 

The numbers required and lengths are as under:-

l - 65ft., 

12 - 60ft., and 

7 - 55ft. long, - all not less than 

10" at toe. 

The Contractor's price for piles ra~ing from 
30 to 65 f eet in length was averaged at 3/7t d per lineal 
foot, and it would not be reasonable to expect him to 
supply these long length piles at the average contract 
rate. 

I suggest that you should obtain from the Con­
tractor a special price for these piles before placing the 
order. 

ENGINEER TO THE BOARD. 



let. July, 27. 

The Superintendent. 

COMPASS ADJUSTING DOLPHIN JUDGES BAY. 

The cost of constructing a non-magnetic compass 

adjusting dolphin in about four and a half fathoms of 

water opposite Judges Bay, and suitable for swinging 

vessels up to say 3,000 Tons, would be approximately £1 1000, 

EST IM.ATE in Eng, 
F ile No,123. 

ENGINEER TO TIIB BOARD. 




